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ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 SSO-00 /026 W 

050770 

PR20I146Z JAN 76 
EM AMEMBASSY DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 5907 
INFO AMEMBASSY ADDIS ABABA 
AMEMBASSY ASMARA 
AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
AMEMBASSY KHARTOUM 

SECRET DAMASCUS 292 

EXDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, ET, SY 

SUBJ: ELF/PLF CONFERENCE CONCLUDES ACTIVITIES IN DAMASCUS 

1. ACCORDING ITALIAN EMBASSY SOURCE, ELF/PLE SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE CONCLUDED ITS ACTIVITIES IN DAMASCUS 
JAN 15. HE ASSERTED THAT MOST NOTABLE RESULT WAS 
FORMATION OF SEVEN-MAN COMMITTEE SELECTED FROM 
BOTH ERITREAN GROUPS TO HOLD MEETING IN KHARTOUM 
JAN 30 AND THEN PROCEED TO ERITREA FOR DIRECT 
TALKS WITH FIELD MILITARY COMMANDERS. PURPOSE OF 
TALKS REPORTEDLY WILL CENTER ON GAINING ACQUIESENCE 
OF MILITARY COMMANDERS TO LEGITIMACY OF POLITICAL 
LEADERSHIP, WHICH SPENDS MOST OF ITS TIME OUTSIDE 
ERITREA. 

2. FOLLOWING IS LIST OF DELEGATION MEMBERS AND THEIR 
POSTS WHICH PROVIDED TO SOURCE BY ONE OE ITS SEVEN 
MEMBERS: 

A) WOLDEAB WOLDEMARIAM (CAIRO) 

B) HAMID (HAMRSCIOLD) (CAIRO) 
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C) ALAMIN (KUWAIT) 
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D) MOHAMED ALI (BEIRUT) 

E) WOLDMICAEL GHEBREMARIAM (ADEN) 

E) TAHA NUR (JIDDA) 

G) ZEGGAI KAHSAI (ROME) 

3. SOURCE STATED THAT TAHA NUR, ERITREAN REP JIDDA, 

HAD BEEN CHARGED WITH ESTABLISHING CONTACT WITH 
ERITREAN GROUPS HOLDING AMERICAN, ENGLISH AND 
PRISONERS OE OTHER NATIONALITIES IN ORDER TO GAIN 
THEIR RELEASE. NUR WILL BE ASSISTED BY TWO OTHER 
MEMBERS OE DELEGATION. SOURCE SAID HE HAD BEEN 
TOLD BY ERITREANS THAT ALL PRISONERS WOULD BE 
RELEASED "VERY SOON.Z 

4. IN REPLY OUR QUESTIONS, SOURCE CONFIRMED HIS 
UNDERSTANDING THAT BOTH ELF AND PLF REPS HAD PARTICIPATED 
IN CONFERENCE. 

MURPHY 
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NNN 
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